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PRIVILEGED COMMUNICATION FOR PSYCHOLOGISTS 


Division members may have noticed newspaper reports to the effect that Dr. E.J. Shoben, 
Director of the State University of Iowa Counseling Office, was subpoenaed to court in 
connection with a murder case and required to submit to questioning regarding professional 
information which he had obtained from a client. The following statement has been re- 
ceived regarding the case from Dr. George D. Lovell, who was president of the Iowa Psy- 
chological Association at the time of the incident. 


"The prosecution in the Bednasek trial wanted Dr. E.J. Shoben, Director of the 

State University of Iowa Counseling Office, to testify in court regarding a 

‘ conference Bednasek had had with Dr. Shoben prior to the time of Miss Jackson's 

death for which Bednasek was being tried. It was alleged that Bednasek had 
given Dr. Shoben information that had bearing on the case. Dr. Shoben regarded 
the conference as confidential and asked not to testify, but the court issued 
a subpoena requiring Dr. Shoben to appear in court. When he appeared, the de- 
fense asked for a ruling on the legality of requiring Dr. Shoben to testify on 
grounds that the law might allow him privileged communication as a counselor. 
Judge Gaffney ruled that psychologists as counselors were not covered by the 
present law and that the word ‘counselor! in the law clearly referred to coun- 
selors-at-law. Dr. Shoben then obeyed the court order and appeared. 


"The Executive Council of the Iowa Psychological Association recognized a lar- 
ger issue than privileged commnication in the matter—namely the status of 
psychologists legally in Iowa--and recommended to the membership of the IPA 

at its annual meeting on April 22 that a committee be appointed to study the 
problem. The membership voted that a committee be appointed to study what has 
been done in other states, work cooperatively with the medical association and 
the APA, seek legal counsel if desirable, draw up suitable legislation pro-= 
posing legal status for psychologists amd to report back to the membership. 

No specific instructions were given the committee regarding privileged commni- 
cation; rather it was assumed that the committee would consider the matter and 
make it a part of its report in the way it sees fit." 


The certification bill for psychologists proposed in the State of Missouri contains 
* clause which reads as follows: 


"For the purpose of this section, for the protection of the client, the con- 
fidential relations and communications between 'Certified Psychologist! and 
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client or between 'Certified Psycho-Technician'! and client are placed upon the 
same basis as those provided by law between attorney and client, and nothing in 
this Act shall be construed to require any such privileged communication to be 

disclosed." 


In several other states legislation proposed for the licensing or certification of psy- 
chologist contains similar provisions. 


RECLASSIFICATION OF PSYCHOLOGISTS! POSITIONS IN THE V.A. » 


A special APA committee to study the situation produced by the reclassification of a 
number of VA positions in clinical psychology in the New York area from the GS-9 to 
GS-11 and GS-12 grades has been appointed by the APA Board of Directors. The reclas-— 
sifications have resulted in the receipt of a good many letters from APA members— 
some protesting the action, some supporting it, and some asking for an unbiased state- 
ment of the facts of the case. In response to those requesting more information, the 
Board of Directors appointed a committee consisting of William A. Brownell, Thelma 
Hunt, and John M, Stalnaker. 


STATEMENT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATION OUTLETS IN CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY 


A question has recently been raised which is of considerable importance for the fu- 

ture of clinical psychology: Are there now, or will there be in the near future, 

enough outlets in existing journals, monograph series, etc., for clinical psycholo- 

gical publications? The Division of Clinical and Abnormal Psychology has appointed 

a committee to investigate the problem. As a first step, we need the simple infor- a 
mation called for on a postcard which is enclosed with this issue of the Newsletter. 

It will take you only a minute to check your answers to the questions. 


There are two points to which we should like to call your attention in considering 
the questions. First, notice that it refers to periodical and monographic publica- 
tion only; publication in book form is not considered here. Second, we are deli- 
berately defining the field of clinical and abnormal psychology rather broadly, to 
include psychological testing, psychotherapy, abnormal psychology, personality 
(normal as well-as aberrant), clinical research, psychopathology, guidance and re- 
medial work (excluding vocational guidance but including reading and educational 
disabilities). 


Since it is necessary that we hear from every member, will you please mark the card 
now and drop it in the mail? Thank you very much. 

Jerry W. Carter, Jr. 

E. Lowell Kelly 

Martin Scheerer 
Robert R. Holt, Chairman 


NEWS NOTES 


Dr. A. Luchins is writing a manual in which it is hoped to describe all present day 
methods of measuring and studying "Rigidity of Behavior" and related phenomena in 
man and animals. He would greatly appreciate receiving reprints and bibliographic 
data from fellow psychologists. Moreover, since many clinicians are using various e 
methods which have not been published, he would appreciate receiving communications 

in which specific methods are described and if possible the rationale of and results 

from the methods. Dr. Luchins' address is VA Mental Hygiene Clinic, 252 Seventh 

Avenue, New York City. 
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an Francisco: Consulting psychologists in the region, who are APA members, have 
organized as the Bay Region Society of Consulting Psychologists. . The Society has 
arranged for a separate listing in the classified section of the telephone direc- 
tory of San Francisco for those of its members who are in private practice, In 
this way the public is helped to discriminate between qualified and ethicaily re~ 
sponsible professional psychologists and the psycho-quacks and non=-psychologists 
who list themselves under the heading of "Psychologists". 


& Officers are Herman de Fremery, President; Dorothy Pencharz, hg ar gmc and 
Priscilla Ayres, Secretary. Meetings are held monthly at Alto Psychologic Center. 


PROCEDURE ON MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS 


The procedure on Division membership applications is as follows: the applicant 
fills out and returns a blank (obtainable from the Division Secretary's Office) 
giving information about his training and experience, and this includes the names 
of two established persons (usually Fellows of the Division) who are acquainted 
with him and his work. This Office then sends to each of these "evaluators" a 
form-letter asking for a frank appraisal of the applicant. No action is taken on 
any application until these two letters have been received, and they are regarded 
as important guides to the Membership Committee. (The Committee in the case of 


discrepancies may of course make further inquiries. ) 


This year we have 211 applicants which means that 22 requests for evaluation went 

ut routinely. 96 of these were not answered in a reasonable time and a second re~ 
ye had to be sent. Even so, 16 persons still did not reply (some of these 16 

had had requests for several applicants so that the number of applicants concerned 
is considerably larger than this) and other requests were sent. Finally, 7 of these 
never did answer these requests (2 of these 7 did respond in the case of some ap- 
plicants, but not in the case of one). It seemed extremely unfair to the appli- 
cant to drop the matter there. Lack of response may have been due to an unfavor- 
able opinion of the applicant, but we could not proceed on this basis, obviously. 
It was therefore necessary to write to the applicants, confess that some of the 
evaluators had not responded, ask for further names, and start all over again. 


In short, some 120 or more letters had to be sent out in addition to the routine 
ones about membership applications alone. This manifestly imposes a heavy burden 
on the Secretary's Office and adds materially to the cost of running the Division. 
Members are asked to keep this in mind when they receive requests for evaluation of 
applicants. 


CHANGE IN APPOINTMENT PROCEDURE FOR DIVISION COMMITTEES 


Ballotting on a change in the Division By-Laws for the appointment of committees, 
presented in the March Newsletter, has resulted in an affirmative vote of 91 with 
no negative votes. Accordingly, Article VII, Section 2, has been changed to read 


as follows: 


"Except as otherwise provided in these By-Laws, all committees shall be 
appointed on an annual basis by the Executive Committee. This annual ap— 
¢ pointment may be made either on the recommendation of the Divisional 
President-Elect, in which case the appointment takes effect at the time 
the President-Elect takes office as President, or on the recommendation 
of the President after he has assumed office, in which case the appointment 
is effective immediately. All committees shall serve until their succes- 
sors are appointed and qualified." 
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LIST OF SOURCES OF FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR RESEARCH IN CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY 


The Research Committee of the Division has prepared a list of sources of financial 
support for research in clinical psychology. A copy will be sent to any member on 
request to the Division Secretary's Office. The cost is 10¢ per copy. 


REGIONAL MEETING OF THE DIVISION OF CLINICAL AND ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOGY AT THE MID- 
WEST PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATIO 


t the Midwestern Psychological Association meeting a place on the program was re=- 
served for the Division of Clinical and Abnormal Psychology at seven peme, May 5th 
in Detroit. The meeting was chaired by Dr. E. Lowell Kelly. The time of the meet- 
ing somewhat limited attendance. Brief reports were presented on the activities of 
the following Division committees: Committee on Job Opportunities, Committee on 
Postdoctoral Education and Membership Committee. Other Division committees were 
not represented at this meeting. 


REGIONAL MEETING OF THE DIVISION OF CLINICAL AND ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOGY AT THE WESTERN 
PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION MEETING 


At the Western Psychological Association meeting a place on the program was re- 
served for the Division of Clinical and Abnormal Psychology late Saturday afternoon, 
April 29th, in Los Angeles. The meeting was chaired by Dr. Ruth Tolman. Psycho= 
logists in private practice were interested in knowing the activities of psycholo- 
gists similarly occupied in other parts of the country. Special difficulties in 
exchanging information and experiences seem to exist among psychologists engaged in 
private practice. The feasibility of obtaining research grants for this group was 
likewise discussed. 


ADVANCED TRAINING INSTITUTE 


The course "Therapy with Children" announced for the Advanced Training Institute 
in Clinical Psychology which is to be conducted at the Pennsylvania State College, 
August 26th through September 2nd, will not be given due to the illness of Dr. 
George Gardner. 
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